PROCEEDINGS. 


A-? iv mooting of ppr/Mmo, inhrtbitnrtt&of tho town of Leicester and ita vicinity, 
nold tho 17th of December, 1823, 

THOMAS BABINGTON, Esq. in tub Chair ; 

RESOX.VKD, . ’ 

1. That tho individuals composing tho present meeting arc deeply impressed 
with tho conviction that tho Btato of slavery iff repugnant to justice, humanity, and 
sound policy, to the principles of the British constitution, and to tho spirit of the 
Christian religion; and that they cannot consider tho legal perpetuation of slavery, 
in principle, more defensive than the slave-trade itself. 

2. That they call to mind, with sorrow and shame, that there are eight hundred 
thousand porsons in a state of personal slavery in the colonies of Great Britain, 
deprived of those civil privileges and religious advantages to which, as our fellow- 
subjects, they are entitled. 

3. That although a hope was long indulged that the abolition of the slave-trade 
would have produced most beneficial consequences to the slave population in the 
colonies, no effectual steps have been taken, during the sixteen years which have 
elapsed since that event, for mitigating in any material degree the evils of negro 
bondage, or for putting an end to a system which outrages every feeling of humanity. 

4/ That the House of Commons having, during the last session of parliament, 
unanimously passed the following resolutions, viz. 

“ 1. That it is expedient to adopt effectual and decisive measures for melio¬ 
rating the condition of the slave population in his majesty’s colonies; 

“ 2. That, through a determined and persevering, but judicious and temperate 
erforcement of such measures, this House looks forward to a pro¬ 
gressive improvement in the character,of the slave population} such as 
may prepare them for a participation in those civil rights and privileges 
which are enjoyed by other classes of Ms majesty’s subjects; 

“3. That this House is anxious for the accomplishment of this purpose at 
the earliest period that may be compatible with the well-being of the 
slaves, the safety of tho colonies, and with a fair and equitable con¬ 
sideration of the state of property therein 

the individuals present feel themselves called upon to promote these objects to the 
utmost of their power by all prudent and lawful means. 

So That for this purpose a society be now formed in Leicester and its vicinity, as 
ah auxiliary to the Society for the Mitigation and Gradual Abolition of Slavesy 
throughout the British Domini''ns. 

6. That subscriptions be received by the treasurer, at the bank of Messrs. 
Mansfield & Go., and by the secretary; and that all persons subscribing annually 
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to tho noddy bo membors of it, and bo entitled to attend and vote, at all genorai 
meetings. 

7. That all poroono rjubccribing ton ohillingo or upwards yearly, or five poundo 
at *>uo time, bo governors of tho oocioty. 

6. Thnt tho buoinosjj of tho oocioty bo conducted by a prooidoiit, a trououier, a 
occrotary, and a committee, contacting of not loos than fifteen govornoro, and that 
five constitute a quorum; and that tho president, treasurer, and occrotary bo, 
cji-offieio, memboro of tho eommittco. 

0. That tho eommittco moot onco every two montho, and at ouch other times as 
they may fix, and call general moorings of tho oubacribors when they ohall judge 
it requisite; and that any five memboro of it bo authorized to direct tho occrotary 
to summon ai opccial mooting of tho eommittco, giving three days’ notice thereof. 



ADDRESS. 


That slavery is tho moBt deplorable condition to which human 
nature can be reduced is too evident to require tho labour of proof. By 
subjecting one human creature to tho absolute control of another, it 
annihilates the most essential prerogative of a reasonable being, which 
consists in the power of determining his own actions in every instance 
in which they are not injurious to others. The right improvement of 
this prerogative is the source of all the virtue and happiness of which 
the human race is susceptible. Slavery introduces the most horrible 
confusion, since it degrades human beings from tho denomination of 
persons to that of things; and by merging the interests of the slave 
in those of the master, he becomes a mere appendage to the existence 
of another, instead of preserving the dignity which belongs , to a rea¬ 
sonable and accountable nature. Knowledge and virtue are foreign 
to his state; ignorance the most gross and dispositions the most de- 
praved are requisite to reduce him to a level with his condition. 

But degrading as slavery is in its mildest form, that species of it 
which prevails in cur West India colonies 0 is of the. very worst de¬ 
scription, far lesB tolerable than that which subsisted, in Greece and 
Rome during the reign of paganism., It would be difficult to find, a 
parallel to it in any age or nation, with the exception of those unhappy 
persons who are carried captive by the piratical states of Barbary* 
Scourged, branded, and sold at the discretion of their masters, the 
slaves in pur West India islands are doomed to a life of incessant toil 
for the benefit ol those from whom they receive no recompense what¬ 
ever : they are indebted for their principal subsistence to the culti¬ 
vation of small portions of land allotted them under the name of 
provision grounds: and the only time ordinarily allowed for that pur¬ 
pose is the day which the laws of all Christian states have devoted to 
rest. On that day, instead of being assembled to listen to the oracles 
of God, and to imbibe the consolations of piety, they are necessitated 
to work for their living, and to dispose of the produce of their labour 
at the public market; the natural consequence is, that the far greater 


. * S'ka Mowing, uutborired ramm&ry of the numbs; of tfeveata tho Iritteh colonial to Juno, 
K30; mav os intarejtlng to somo readore, 

.Antigua, 29,839. Bahama Idea, 10,641. Barbadoeo, 81,902. Berbleo, 81,819. Barmsda, 4/SC3. 
fe®ai of Good Hope, 83,509. Demarara and Essequlbo, 69L487. Dominion, 15,352. Hrcnad&j, 
Sw®. Jamaica. 331,119. IdauritlUB, 76,774. Montcorret,6.m Nevio, 9,259. SkChriaopteufe, 
$310. 85. Lads, 13,661. Bt. Vincent, 23,589.- Tobago, 12,723. Trinltod,84,m Virgin Islands, 

Tcinl number of olarea In the British colonies, 829,801. >• 

blocho In tbe British wlonieo, about 81,009. . 

Tbs slave population ol tho United Btatea of America, in 1828, amounted to 1,838,158 .—Eb. 
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enforcing l_ 

Ntvto, and Demorara, tho “cart-whip”- 

end in come of thorn “on on emblem of authority. 


acted,“ that no slave ohall recolvo moro than ten laoheo, except aft pi 
*o.; nor, in ouch presence, mom than thirty-nine in any ono day, nor 
punishment, under penalty of 20i.” It io ibriher oimeted, that “ no col 

slavey but hy—-— ■ ■.--»««»■ *. 

to Bo removed 


part of them aro as ignorant of tlio first principles of Christianity as 
though they had remained in tho land of their forefathers. 

They aro driven to the field by the cart-whip.*, ; Thoy aro followed 

* Slnco tlilo address wan written, tho persevering cflhrto of tho Antl-BInvory Society, nnd other 
associations formed for tho attainment or tho sumo udmtrnblo oltfoct, havo led to some diminution ui 
tho ovllo undor which tho olavoti in the West Indian isles havo co long groaned. 

In tho year 1823, tho Ilouao of Commons 'passed tho following resolutions 
“ 1. That It la ex pcdlont to adopt effectual und dcelulvo measures for meliorating tho condnton or 

tho olovo population in hlo inojosty’s colonloo. ___ 

“ 2. That, through a determined nnd persevering, hut at tho tmmo Onto Judicloun and tcmpomio 
enforcement of ouch meaourco, this House looTttt fortvnrd to a progresolyo Improvement In the clmr- 
actor of tho olavo population, nuch ao may prepare thorn for a partlclpntlpn In thoso civil righto und 

prlvllogoa which aro enjoyed by other olaasoa of Ills moJcBly’o BUbjecto. 

“ 3. That thlo IIouuo la anxious for tho aocnmpHohmenl or,this purpose at tho earliest ported that 
dlmll bo Oompatible with mwell-beens of tile slaves themsdvbs, with thasofelyof tho colonics, 

enforcing n more humano treatment of tho Blnvo populattom Thoo, iff Womlnlca, 8t. Christophers, 
-- — ■ ■ " la absolutely prohibited act an Inotrument of punishment, 

‘ ' “ Jamalda, and a foW othor Islands, It loctt- 

iCan presence of owner or overseer, 
— nor until recovorod from formor 
collar or chatno almll bo put on 
unity or sur.- justices of pofleo to catwo ouch collar, Sco. 

'"adtaTwaarotold^hto^nillo^awcvorulnco tho year 1820. But how la it ndmlnlatercdT Tho 
followlng narrotlvc, published in tho ICIngflton “ Watchman" of tho 10th of July, 1830, may suffice 
as On anottor to thoqucBtion. It ©xhtttitn a also or outrageous cruelty, combined with a gratia via- 

l ^eaATmom(m WilHomttmry Hall, Esq., a magistrate of thla clty^prelbnrcd a complaint 
tb tho Bitting mSgifttraletv A Smith and J. Nethorsdlo, Eaqra., against Mr. W. J. Harvoy, a whlta 
person, employed on tho wharf of Messrs. John Wilson and Co., for cruelty towordo two negro 
men oittves, belonging to the drogglhg (coasting) schooner Judith Former, lying nlong-sido that 

W “Mt\ Hall Btaied, that about six o’clock on Monday nllcmoon, ho received Information that two 
iTegroeo had been flogged in tho workhouse early that morning, by order of Mr. Harvey, their owner, 
nnd on their return to tho vessel, that they were chained: down to thqdeck by tho wrist, where they 
remained tho whole day, with the lacerated parts exposed to the heat of thesun. He then pro- 
ddedfed to (ho wharf with two constables, and on goingon boa.d found the negroes still chained on tco 
dock. They had on only their shirts. 'Ho ordered a pair of pantaloons to bo given to each of thorn, 
and desired the constables to release them flrom tho chain, and to tahe them to the cage; at the 
Same time working Mr. Harvey, the owner of the slaves, ?nd Captain Bacon, the commander or 
the schooner, to appear on the following morning before the silting magistrates. 

“Captain Bacon* the commander of the vessel, Stated, that on Sunday morning the two men 
present, Bush and Bull, left the vessel with two other negroes, named John Uter and William: that 
they returned on board early on Monday morning, and resumed their work. Shortly alter, Mr 
Harvey came on board, and on demanding their reasons for not loading tho vessel on Sunday, they 
answered that they thoughts very hard they were not to he allowed even one Sunday; they were 
But insolent. Mr. Harvey then seized them, and placed them in a boat, for the purpose of giving 
(hem a flogging:in the workhouse,to which place he took them. When ho returned on board witp- 
the negroes (about seven o’clock tho same morning), he ordered witness to chain them, which he did: 
tfr. Harvey came oil board several times during the day, and saw where the negroes were lying, 
and the naked state in which they were, but gave no orders that they should be removed out of the 
heat of the sun, or that pantaloons be put On them. Bash and Bull remained in that exposed situs 
Don item about seven vcleck in the morning till six in the evening, when the magistrate and con 
stables released them. He had no fault to find with the negroes; they certainly were not the very 
Bast .of negroes; Bush was a little trtchlfledLbut generally he had nofoult to flud with them: 
They were flogged and drained for no other offence than for not loading tho vessel on a Sunday. 

“ [During the examination, Mr. Harvey whispered something twice or thrice to Captain Baron, 
Who answered,‘I tithst speak the troth, Mr. Harveyfordoing whiob he has since been dls- 

*SB& (vote several other witnesses present, ready to corroborate the statement of Mr. Hall and 
tfcfreaptain, ao well as to prove Mr. Harvsy’a general erud. treatment of the negroes underbid 
pantroi, but.the magistrates refosed to examine them. ■ 

“ Mr! Smith (one of the magistrates) said, he conceived that Mr. Harvey ?-*«! Cmj properly in 
correcting hia negroes as ho did. He was or opinion that it was highly necessary that they should 
have been on board on Sunday; and with regard to their being exposed to the sun oil.day, be knew 
that they preferred being tnths sun than to be in the shade. Inflict, he knew it, and therefore dis, 

^Tlhf md^dlngdr. this cose was vindicated by other newspapers, and particularly by the “ Cion- 
Shot ’ In reply to them the editor of the “ Watchman” pilte tha following questions 
« jit. By what low wafl Mr. Harvey authorized to punish, by the Infliction of thirty-tune lento 
two men,merely because they would not work on the Sabbath-day 1 
“ 2d Was it necessary to ensure obedience, afler they had been flogged, to handcuff them to a 
??inin cable, on the deck of. a vessel, Arm seven ofcloch in the morning till half-past six O’clock in 
tfco erasing? 
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by. a driver, witf^tfutydroadful twtrnroent.constantly, in hia hand# 
which ho is omiio^cnJllfli inflict,,at hio own discretion, jn.cfirMiramwy 
' hpr«f. IhofoeoWu^ftf bnehs, with no exception whatever in,favour.©1 
tho softer aiDJsv 'Baa^'.jJlio irouc or five months of their harvest (they, 
oio. qoinptillofl to ©lot^ct thoir labour throughludf the night, or througfli 
tjlio whole of each altopinto. night* They are every moment liable ; to, 
tin removed, at the will of their masters, to the remotest. parto. of tfej, 
island, or to. bo ■ transported into other islands. The tieo of hindmwi 
ate violently tom aoundeiiyond the mother and children often aoeigneS 
to difaent purchasers, tod separated to dintawt porta. The ordinance 
of marriage is.. scarcely :imown among them; while the most ww> 
otrained JictotioKraboo :ajf,d .profligacy of manners, ,ao well ,5© &<&. 
intoTOouKoo,vnitlt',.ea:ih othe&im- with .the whites,,io indulged .and.oncotic 

Btg8d*c! ’ . -. i/.c'v ■ vi;.:".: . ..-.■ .... ■. ,, 

t. The -practice, of>em^Qipoaicm, which has long ^(evaded to.a.gren 
trauma, md ibeen followed by the happiest ©fleets, An the old : 8 ;paibk 
colonies, is discountenanced hy the laws of onr colonies, and iee,fed 
withoneh heavy fines in some of.;them ao almost. to amount to h pro¬ 
hibition. The design of such regulations is, mprotionnMy. to confer, 
perpetuity 0 ®, the present syetem,.and,eKtingtti 0 h.ia.'thohJtoffi?,tof 
negroes she faintest hope of the .enjoyment of freedom. , , ,,, 

. Jlothmg was wanting to complete the mtosryofatuoh aistoto.-oEcopt 
to tfflach labsaiuteampunity to the atrocities which the unlimited £#> 
jeetion of she-weak to theictrcng io sure to produce-*,, and fhis asamjdy 
provided for/by ithat regulation universally adopted an our .cclojiien, 
which endudes the iestimenyof a negro against n whito inhahtM*- 
In iconseqnenae of this lawi, the vilest mi8creant,©iay inflict whatever 
cmaltisa ha. pleases ion the wretched blacks, provided hejahes csss® 
that no white personbe present. There are lawsuit is true, which constfe 
into the murder of a negro a capital offence and which limit iflie.me®, 
sum of his punishment; hut,,as if for dm verypurpose of teendeEip 
them .eagatory and ridiculous, conviction io made to depend-oh a os?* 
d nmBfo fflrcfl / nt^mfding tbiR perpetration of;crimes, .which it is most ©assy, 
toesclude. !Hms,an.oj^oaiii9n to thegenins ofallenlightened .legis¬ 
lation, -the -groatestfacilkies hire, presented to oppression-ahe greater 
isnpediments thrown in >tbe way tof detoctiQu—andb in .all -that irelatos 
to flie treatment of slaves, -the -voice of troth, is silenced, mAwmmg? 


'“Si Was it.bir-wao i}-aot,tfrce!ty to-eenflne thsEa.to tb&Rmrmor^eB^l^.^as^st&D'vacja 
day, in a tot son, In a «ate of partial nudity,.f&ibe rigk-of ibeirJivot ,. 

“4th. What -would have been the consequebfe, bad it come on suddsnlyxo blow (ho It in'siSft 
tOtesroSi on Uieiflay;prevloahVhalfia (KaeaPwlndt iEmd ivatotaiiaich anOTi^EilsirUaifcliiOTo 


cssnuttonusd with tfcs los3.of,those un&ruinato indlviduole’.uvqa l 

-’“irtvJr.Harvey.or Iho-tnafeuftratci.vvlH rajiiysatlafertofilyto‘fitene-^eatona,-vra watltssa 
esjElt dho-ltomsrofiiheebatEse ofjBmaUy.isiai^o -ibifer nrfihSfAra outnjgBdccaBsnqs ca»53t^-ifer 


enable him to employhla ne^roea otf 'SuhS^In ©king them OS'. and therewICt lbifllps bla-v6fc3t2 
K ot&rtn.GiroltJ.wteit thay^cry jarcaaelir vcan3lds7efliadiardaWp.fflajR2ly,'!o3lE3ifca sosielsn Sima 
day, tbs negn^a yiientaway,.cadtEd not return outll aix o’clock tho Jftlowiqg mondiur.. J?or tftHa 
txlrjhtti eilmettTO oF/thesamon rocdvfMthlny^nlno lttshs3 each, and.were hondcnS^ to-theemia - 
©hie of a vesseltin.-mnsewti harhaur.lintil iUhsjfcied'hy a r/tgslsn^ie; end ystithio ia.-tho Alndts? 
©ndtret that Mr. Jamea Smith mid E3r. John Nethepiole attempt to JusUCy, and to examine and db> 
tilo tqkm which th^r, as tgaalatotesjanehmaesirard atianoB 
Vol, II.—L 
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HfeS' 

pVcoiied, tho claims of justice studiously defeated, and the redress of 
the tnoiout atrocious injuriba rOnduraU noxl to imnoaotblor 
'Tltero ‘is another particular in this state or th;^ lows ‘respecting, 
negroes topremarkublo to be passed over in silence*' It is the obvious; 
dictate of justice, and tho practice of all civilized states, that, till guilt: 
ia proved, innocence shall' be presumed; and thut tho onus prolumdir 
Jho obligation of adducing evidence, shall rest with the accuser in tho 
first instance. In the West India islands the reverse of this is cotab*: 
fished; and every negro, or man of coiour, ‘though free;. is presumed to 
be a slave; and liable to be treated as such, unless he can furnish doeuv 
mentury evidcnco of hia freedom.. It is enacted thut the presumption 
ehnll always he taken against him: so that if he loses his Certificate 
of freedom, or it is stolen from him, iris nl the option of any person; 
to claim him, and replunge him into the horrors of slavery. By this* 
moans many are daily'deprived of their freedom ;'and thb dnnger ot 
incurring that calamity is constantly suspended over the heads of. the 
imfibceht. • .* . • ; 

It is no small aggravation of the cruelty of this system that, its 
tmhapjpy victims have not been exposed to’it as thd punishment of 
crime, but by the violence of ruffians,, who, having traversed the ocean 
in quest of human'prey, forcibly.tore them from their native shore® 
abd the embraces of .'their dearest relatives, in order to’ expose them to 
ode in a distant quarter of the globe. The forms of judicial inquiry, 
the examination of witnesses, the proof of guilt;: and the sentence of a 
judge were not; the precursors of this most dire calamity; it was the 
assault of brutal violence on helpless weakness and unsuspecting- 
innocence—was the grasp of the marauder aiid the assassin huriy*'. 
idgaway his victims amid Bhriehs of horror and the piercing accents’ 
of despair which; prepared these scenes of wo. These- and the; 
descendants of these are the persons who compose the black papula* 
ttOnofouir islands. Their number is computed at present at 800,000 ; 
and if we directour view to that portion of the British dominions, we: 
behold the shocking spectacioofnearly a million of our fellow-subjects j 
with-no other imputation than-fhat of a darker skin, doomed to a con* 
dition Which, were it.assigned as.the punishment of the greatest guilt, 
would be'accused of immoderate severity. We behold these children 
of tiatiire,-for the purpose chiefly of supplying us with the ingredient' 
which sweetens, our repasts, compelled by men who call themselves- 
Ohrij.tiana to exhaust to itadiegsa more bitter cup than is usually 
allotted to the greatest adepts m'crime. . ' 

.life confidently asserted by advocates of slavery that the situation 
ol.the negntpa in our islands is preamble to that of the labouring 
classes in Ehgltmd^ ; But the falsehpod'of this assertion is sufficiently 
psoved by the numerous elopemente which takeplace there : on. re* 
fe^grto.a'veiyfecem-lamaica'paper, we<^servea v listoftneire than 
^hundred runaway slaves; so mat admitting this'to be.a fair speci* 
.$MlM ,'what usa^y dccursj the uuiaber of slaves who attempt to' 
afeape from 'lheir master& in one island only. amounts annually to five 
«^sis-thousand.,' It appears that the^ far greater part were branded, 
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oinnny of thorn in different parts of tlao body, and hot a few nro desig¬ 
nated 'by, their wouiido and sores, the effects of immodorato puniphmout. 
A .moment’s reflection must convince jus that tho condition must.bo 
intolerable froni which such numbers daily attempt their escape ut thq 
huaard Of torturoo and of deatln > . v' 

We are in possession of a religion the communication of which 
^ould afford oome compensation for the injuries wo have- inflicted, and 
let ih a ruv of hope on the benighted mind. To say, that no effectual 
provision lias been made for this , purpose is to assert the smallest part 
of the truth.’ The religious instruction of the negroes has not only 
been neglected, but such regulations introduced as renders it nearly 
impracticable. The attempts of this sort which have been made have 
not resulted from .any legislative enactment, but merely from the zeal 
of private individuals exposed for the most part, to the utmost oppose 
tiqnand obloquy; nor will it admit of a doubt that but for the season- 
able interference of the government at home all such proceedings frould 
long since have, been suppressed. The colonial legislatures ■ have 
displayed nearly us much aversion to the religious instruction of the 
staves as to the extension of their pivil immunities; and; judging from 
their conduct; we should be tempted to infer they were no less careful 
to exclude them from the hope of heaven than from happiness on ednb. 

It would be natural to suppose such a system could have few charms 
for the spectator, that the presence of such a mass of degradation and 
misery would be a source of continual annoyance, and that no exertion 
would be spared by those who have it most iq,their power to diminish its 
pressure and lighten its horrors. On the contrary, the West India 
planters view it with the utmost complacency; in their eyes it seems 
to be a most finished and exquisite specimen of social-order, a master* 
piece of policy, the most precious legacy bequeathed them by their 
ancestors, which they are bound to maintain inviolate in every part, to 
defend at the greatest risk, and to transmit unimpaired to future gene¬ 
rations. They anticipate with the utmost confidence-the perpetual* 
duration of 'the system, and reprobate every measure which has the 
remotest tendency to eiidanger its existence as the offspring of inde¬ 
scribable-folly and wickedness. To such a degree are their moral 
perceptions vitiated, that they really believe they have a prescriptive 
right to be guilty of injustice; to trample on the image of their Make?, 
to erase his superscription, and to treat that portion of their species 
which fortune has subjected to their power as mere 'beasts of . burden, 
divested of the essential characteristics of humanity. In this instance 
impious speculations have been resorted to in palliation of practical 
enormities ; nor have there been wanting those who avow their pen* 
suasion that the negro is more nearly allied to dte orang-outang than 
to the human kind. ’ • ' 

Hence -it appears that a state of slavery is in its operation as mis¬ 
chievous to the master as to the slave. If its effects on the latter are 
more visible in his corporeal structure, in; his debased physiognomy, 
his dejected countenance, his lacerated ejlin, and not ^infrequently .in.,, 
hiis “woilnds, and bruises, and putrifyingiorea” its effects on the-ink# 
L3 
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of Me former nro not leon -perceivable in tho meet inveterate) projudiu®, 
a pride which opurno tho vcotMinto OlFjwnticC, a violence which To deaf 
to the dictates of compaoflion—in a word, in a capricious and uncon¬ 
trollable oclf-wili, which lays tvaaie all tho fmbr ociioibilititoD of tho 
soul, and renders Ho possessor too often a fobel to his God, a tonnes 
to himself, and n tenor to hio follow-crcaturce. 

Sixteen yonro have now elapsed tinco tho abolition of tho Slave* 
trade," and during this period few or none Of those improvements hav<5 
taken place in the treatment of claves Which Were expected to result' 
from that measure. At that tamio it weis geitetrally contended that no 
the planters would ho necessitated thenceforth to keep up tho numbes 
of their slaves without the aid of firtffih importations, this itself would 
draw after, it ouch an amelioration in the VnantegOment of them us would 
ensure the happiest results without legislative interference. The in* 
torest of tho proprietors, it was Supposed, would so obviously boineidb 
With the dictates of humanity as to give these the force of law. It is 
too manifest, however, from thb ev&nt, that in forming this conclusion 
we did not take sufficiently into account the bhort-sighfedness of rapa¬ 
city, the force of hobit, the contagion of 'example, end the incurable 
propensity of human nature Co Ubede absolute power, in whatever haUdb 
ft is placed. The enormities which foraieriy characterised the slave 
system have euti'erod little or no bhatement; all Sts most odious pebu- 
ferities ave retained, while by the $ust retribution of Providence thfc 
planters are reduced to -the utmost embarrassment and distress. 

After witnessing such an obstinate adherence to a system equally 
spurious to the negroes and to themselves—rafter every Suggestion of 
improvement has been indignantly rejected, -and not a single effort 
made in behalf of the ‘slave popnlarioii, if We except a few verbid 
enactments passed with no other view, it is evident from the event, 
than to elude inquiry and -silence complaint—it would be more than 
vein, it would he foolish and preposterous, to look fop any substantial 
redress from colonial legislators. Tk$y are the -aggressors, they are 
the. authors of the evils we eompldm -of? tand how can it be expected 
they should legislate against -themselves? To leave the slaves in 
iksir hands, what is it-less than to Recommend the kmb .40 the profeo- 
tiofi of the wolf ? 

, Slavery , considered as a .perpetual state. Is ab incapable of vindib& 
tion as the wade in‘slaves: they-are ’integral parts of she-same system 
and in point of moral estimate-must bttmd or foil together. ¥ it bo 
unjust, to seH -men into-ekufety who <are.-gcH3y of no crime, it must feb 
equally oo to retain them -in that state ; the last'act of injustice is but 
the sequel end completion <of -the firsfc If -the •natives of Africa were 
originally despoiled of theifr ifeecbm hy rapine and violence, no man is 
entitled to avail himself of the condition to which thdy afe reduced, by 
compelling -them to labour for his benefit* -no? fe it less evident that 
rimy could not -possiblytransmit the forfeitnre-to<their children of thosb 
rights which -they never forfeited for •themsekm, Thtis it oppeora 
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fiint tho claims of the phntoro Co hold ilsoii?; negxooa in peapatwn? 
bondage is vitiated in. ita origin? ami Having coi^cipn^cil intact off 
pjwotioo, cart noVov acquirotho oanction of jighfl. 

But lioro Wo arc moat nnxioua to guard against the mioroprononBo* 
Cion of oaif 1 sentiments. Convinced no wo nro that negro slavery Sa 
moot iniquitous in ito origin, moot micchiovouu in iter effcQto, and diai 
metrically opposite to the goniiio of Christianity; and of tho British 
constitution, wo aro yot far from proposing a quduan ijovolutioq. I?ni* 
voraal experience shows, that in tho body politic, no lens than in tho 
natural, inveterate diseases admit only of a slow and gradual euro? 
and wo should deprecate an immediate emancipation almost as much 
po the planters themselves, from a full conviction that the debasing 
operation of slavery long continued disqualifies ito subjects for per- 
forming the functions and enjoying the immunities of a free citissen. 

. 0«r object is,* in the first place, to produce such on amelioration of 
their treatment as shall soften the rigour of their bondage; and in the 
next, that provision for their moral and religious instruction, which by 
developing their faculties and improving their character may ultimately 
qualify them for the possession of the freedom of which they have 
been cruelly deprived* With this view we wish to see the competency 
of negro evidence established as the only efficient check to wantoty 
barbarity; the employment of rewards as well as pudiohmento; the 
instruction of the slaves in the principles of the Christian religion; the 
uninterrupted enjoyment of the Sabbath; the institution of marriage 
end the inviolability of its rights firmly established; the exclusion of 
file cart-whip from the field oflabour; together with the repeal of the?} 
abominable law which renders them liable to be sold in execution fotf 
the payment of their master’s debts. If in addition to these most! 
wholesome regulations facilities were afforded for the purchase of thefo 
freedom similar to those which have been adopted in the old Spanish 
colonies with the happiest effect, freedoms would be gradually ob¬ 
tained in such proportion and in such numbers only as would perfectly 
consist with the security and tranquillity of the colonies. Thus a ruco 
of freemen fitted by their constitution and their habits for the employ¬ 
ments of a tropical climate, united with ub by civil and religious lies, 
would rise up in the room of the present wretched victims of oppres¬ 
sion,—a race that, having a country'to preserve and rights to defend, 
Would be a source of national strength instead of inspiring terror and 
distrust. 

~ The Superiority of free labour, in point of emolument, to the labour 
of slaves, having been demonstrated by such an ample induction of 
focts that it may be safely classed whh s the most established maxims 
of political economy, the practice of gradual emancipation would be of 
essential benefit to the planters, and greatly augment the value of our 
West India possessions. Indeed, there cannot be a more cogent ptoof 
of the folly of pertinaciously adhering to the present system, than the 
acknowledged inability to sustain a competition with the growers of 
bugar in the East Indies. In order to raise the price of East India 
produce so as to enable the planter in the west to keep the markets a© 
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extra duly io imposed to a largo amount, nnd the people of England 
aro obliged to pay upwards of two millions a year more for that article 
tltian would bo necessary if a fair competition were allowed; in other 
words, the inhnhiiunta of Great Britain aro assessed tor the amount of 
more than two millions annually, for no other purpose than to maintain 
the slave system in the West Indies; and in opposition to the dictates 
of humanity, the precepts of religion, and the principles of political 
economy and impartial justice, we contribute more to porpr'^ate our 
own disgrace, than it would be deemed prudent to bestow it. the pur* 
chase of the greatest blessing. All our plans of domestic improvement, 
joined to all the efforts which we make for the diffusion Of religion and 
virtue in foreign nations, our schools, our Bible societies, and our 
missions, justly considered as the peculiar glory of the age, cost us a 
mere scantling compared to what is annually devoted to that very pious 
and benevolent object the perpetuation of slavery in the West indies; 
we throw mites into the treasury of the sanctuary, and heap, ingots on 
She altar of Moloch. 

And why, it is natural to ask, why is it necessary to load the import' 
ation of sugar from the East Indies with sncli heavy duties, in order 
to enable the growers of the same article in an opposite quarter of the 
globe, at not one-third the distance, to sustain a competition? Purely 
because the East India sugar is produced by the labour of freemen, 
the West India by the labour of slaves. The industry of the former 
is animated by hope, that of the latte* depressed by despair; one is 
sustained by the energies of nature, the other extorted by the mechanical 
operation of the lash; the former labour for themselves, the latter for 
their masters ; and such is the distinction between these two species 
of industry, that it more than annihilates the local difference between 
three or four, nnd twelve thousand miles. Surely the good sense ol 
the nation will at last awake to a perception of this flagrant enormity 
and express its impatience at the ignominy and injustice pf such an 
assessment, in ahat Arm and constitutional ton.; which the legislature 
will uot despise. 

. Let us not be discouraged if in this great- enterprise our attempts 
are not immediately crowned with success. The slave-trade, be w 
remembered, was long upheld by a combination of private interests, in 
opposition to the remonstrances of reason, humanity, and religion; but 
it fell at last. Such unquestionably will be the fate of slavery. It 
may, like its twin-brother, be supported for a time by that grand 
obstruction to all enlightened legislation, the opposition of interested 
individuals, who may obscure truth by sophistry, and intimidate justice 
by a formidable array of influence; but it is one of the felicities of a 
free country that nothing can be permanent which will not sustain the 
ordeal of inquiry and the shock of discussion. 

We indulge a hope, though the measures of administration during the 
last session of parliament fell far short of our wishes, that it was from a 
want of resolution more than of good intention; that they have formed on 
die whole a correct view of the subject, and that they are n6t unwilling to 
pseeive. that support from the expression of the public mind which a corn. 
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{ttnnttyri'Pf privateinterestsrenders,ncceasmy: Bo thin m. it rony, op <vy>o 
are always answerable for the evils which it is in our power to preyed 
and some of tho greatest disorders in .society huvo keen corrected by 
tho intorforonco of the public through its constitutional organq. wo 
cannot continue passive spectators of a system which inflicts interminable 
degradation , and misery on eight hundred thousand ofour.feHpy'/- 
nubjects, without deeply partaking of its guilt. . , ; V 

, The seen® , of their suffering is distant indeed., bat not so remote ’fin 
to exempt them from the operation of pur laws: they form ait integral 
part of the British dominions, and wo to that nation which extends its 
power to those from whorii it withholds its justice! That distance 
.which did not secure them from spoliation and captivity while, in Africa 
should not be allowed for a momont to intercept our attention to their 
welfare and commiseration of their sufferings, now that th0y are trans¬ 
ported to the West Indies. .Through the aid of the public voice* dt® 
government , of the day carried triumphantly in i307 the great question 
of tho abolition of the slave-trade. Bet* us endeavour by a, simuUar 
ecous movement to strengthen the hands, of the present administration 
if, as we hope, they are \vell disposed, to stimulate them if they. are 
sluggish, and to propel them at alj events in the ri^fht direction, by 
such a firm and unanimous display of the public sentiment and feeling 
on this great occasion as no free government will think it proper to 
neglect; that we may, though late, make some reparation for the 
accumulated injuries of ages that are past, and signalize our connexion 
with Africa by other characters than those of rapine, violence, and 
blood. 

We cannot suppose for a moment that government will suffer the 
extraordinary conduct recently displayed by the local authorities of 
Jamaica to have any influence in preventing its adoption of such 
measures for the amelioration of the present system as justice and 
humanity may dictate. To be bearded and insulted by persons in 
their situation would be mortifying enough, if the ridicule attached to 
their proceedings did not interfere with more serious emotions. To 
say that government has nothing to fear from the West India islands 
would be scarcely correct, for we have much to fear; but it is not from 
their strength, but their weakness, which is such, that were we to 
withdraw our support they would fall like ripe fruit into the lap of the 
first invader. They are so much accustomed, it seems, to proceed by 
the method of intimidation, as to forget their absolute dependence on 
Great Britain for protection, as well from domestic as from foreign 
dangers; nor could we wish them a mou cruel revenge than to leave 
them to their own resources. If, by adopting such regulations as the 
humanity and wisdom of parliament shall prescribe, they can make it 
clearly appear that their pecuniary interests are affected (which in our 
opinion will be impossible) let them by all means receive a suitable 
compensation; but let us be permitted at the same time to express our 
hope that government will not be diverted from its course by the growl 
tag of a tiger which refuses to quit its prey. 

The interference, then, of an enlightened public to circulate informs* 
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CJwi, to oar^Hgtheihs, tho toda and second- tha movements ©f goveid. 
intent in thi© most; just enterprise, is imperiously- demanded. Wo 
'©unraos sit ctil5, year ofto^ yew, oilont spectator© off tho moat enormous 
Oppression oxoroiced within tho limits or tho British dominions, without 
'peaking ©if its guilt* 1 Wo cannot contain oilont and inactive, without 
forgetting who wo are, and what wo have done; that xm are tho coma, 
try which, after a tediom-struggle with it host ©f prejudices arrayed 
in support o? opulent oppression, have overthrown tho slave-trade, 
Cam. it up hy tho moots, and branded in tho oyeo ©S all raatxoKo tho solo 
©If human flesh, m tho most atrocious of social erimeo. Wo must 
'Ktogett that wo aro tho countrymen of Granville Sharps who, by incredif 
Wo exertions,, succeeded at length in purifying tho British coil from 
cMa it© foulest pollution, and rendered' it tbs ever impossible for a clave 
to biisawtaTto dir. W© moot never ©inKcolveo from nil allSanao ©f opirit 
with a Wilb&rfore© ahd a Clarkson, who looked forward to the finoS 
©raioncipatioa of tho negro race as the consummation of theim kbousev 
tnd were- sustained in.their arduous contest by the joy which that 
prospect inspired. Wo muot lose eight of ©till more awfcl consider* 
tiuno, and forget our great Original,' “ who hath formed of ©no blood 
d! nations of men, to dwell on all tho faco of the oarthJ 5 


